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On The Road Again

Claes Axstal Lights Up The Slopes

by Rich Smith
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he trick Lo captaring razor-sharg images
I af skiers hurtling downhill or keapang
acroas spow-laced rvines al speeds in ex-
cess of 60 mph i to take control of the light. Yet
nowhiere B light more diffieult to contrel than
high atop a mountain dusted with frosty white
powider.

“ Ambient light is an extreme problem in ski
photography because af spowy, which 18 a sirong
roflector of sunlight,” saya Clacs Axstal of Hwe-
den, a much-in-demand chronicler aof the interna-

Flash photography provides the control 10 evercome reliected ambient hghl

tional whoosh-amd-shoosh s, “You have these
vast white backgrounds; also, when you get way
up high, U air is thinnér, which makes the aun
ghine mare intensely on this very reflective mate-
nal.”

Snow reflections can throw akiers into unpe-
dictability, because the varied conlours of Lhar
surrounding landscage serve Lo create & SIEALHED
roughly akin Lo seiling up o crazy quilt of wall-
#zed mirrors inside a studio. And ufeontrolbesd
ambient light akso plavs havoe with depth of
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fold. For Axstal, whose sipnatune 13 the gonzo

aetion shot that freezes the skier's motion into an
imape a5 crisp as a wintery morning in the Rock-

s, depth of field is a erucial matter,

Axsial gains the upper hand over ambienl
light by shooling extensively with a flash—an
admittedly uncommon strategy. “Flash photog-
raphy in this kind of environiment provides the
sontrol i overcome the reffectsd ambient light,”
he says. “The fash fills the shadows, and, at the

samie time, kelps the camera ‘see’ the motion of



